
BC 04 Fraser Valley West – 2019 Election Diary 

July 10th - Meet n’ Greet at the Annual Barbecue 

The weatherperson was threatening an "unusual" summer rainstorm, but delivered not much 
more than a mist.  The Fraser Valley West annual barbecue at Peace Arch Park went ahead 
undeterred (Wednesday, July 10th), although we abandoned the outdoor picnic tables and 
moved indoors into the pavilion for lunch. 

This year's event featured a 'Meet 'n Greet' with candidates running in the federal election.  
President Bernd Hirsekorn greeted the candidates, noting that as Federal Retirees, we 
particularly welcomed guests who, by putting their names forward, demonstrate their 
commitment to service to Canada.   

The level of engagement between members and candidates was high;  the room was abuzz 
with animated, convivial conversation.   

The candidates included,  

• for the Green Party, Beverly Hobby (South Surrey-White Rock),  

• for the New Democratic Party, Stephen Crozier (South Surrey-White Rock) and Stacey 
Wakelin (Langley-Aldergrove),  

• for the Conservative Party, Dr. Shinder Purewal (Fleetwood-Port Kells),  

• for the Peoples' Party, Mike Poulin (Fleetwood-Port Kells), Joel Poulin (South Surrey-
White Rock), and Angelina Ireland (Delta), and 

• for the Liberal Party, MP Ken Hardie (Fleetwood-Port Kells), MP Randeep Sarai (Surrey 
Centre), and the Honourable Carl Qualtrough, Minister of Public Services and 
Procurement and Accessibility and MP for Delta. 

All candidates were "educated" with buttons and brochures for the four 2019 Election 
Priorities.  

Lunch, as always, featured Henry's delicious barbecue chicken and was organized and 
delivered by a superb team of volunteers in the kitchen, including Katherine Kettler, Ilene 
Fika, Sharon Riches and Thelma Graham.  Charles Louth led the volunteers at the registration 
table and many hands joined in to help the energetic Ernie Jang set up and take down the 
tables and chairs.   

Thanks to everyone who helped make the day a success! 

September 2nd – Labour Day  

The sun came out for Branch volunteers who staffed information tables at the Labour Day 
Picnics at Holland Park in Surrey and Mill Lake in Abbotsford, distributing pamphlets and 
buttons on the “Four Priorities”, gathering signatures of support, and giving information on 
the benefits of membership to potential members.  (Membership is open to people still 
working and contributing to a federal superannuation plan.)  Ian Spence, Thelma Graham and 



Ilene Fika were at the Holland Park event, and Joy Hennen and her partner, Jim, were at the 
Mill Lake event, where they were joined by Duncan Palmer, president of the Central Fraser 
Valley Branch.    Leslie Gaudette, Advocacy Program Officer, was also at the Holland Park 
event, assisting at the COSCO (Council of Senior Citizens’ Organizations) table.   

A number of federal candidates dropped by our table at Holland Park:  Peter Julian, NDP (New 
Westminster), Sarjit Saran, NDP (Surrey Centre), Stephen Crozier, NDP (South Surrey-White 
Rock) and Amita Kuttner (Green Party – Burnaby North-Seymour).   Harry Bains, BC Minister of 
Labour, was the featured speaker.   

September 11th – Writ dropped – Election official start 

Upcoming… 

• September 19th – Candidates’ Forum – Vancouver 

• October 7th – All-Candidates Meeting – Focus:  Seniors’ Issues – 
Cloverdale-Langley City 

• October 9th – All Candidates Meeting – Focus:  Seniors’ Issues – 
Langley-Aldergrove 

• October 21st – E-Day 


